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GO PLAY!

Fashion designers, musicians, and artists are always asked what has inspired their

work, and their answers vary from poetic to peculiar. Some of the designets at the

Olympus Fashion Week's spring shows mentioned “the Mayans,” “ballet danc-
ers,” “lacquered wicker furniture,” and “Darth Vader” as sources of inspiration.

With that same spirit we took a fresh, new look at some ordinary things for
“Elements of Style: Inspiration Point.” (p. 33) And let me tell you, it was a
blast. Once you fashion a wedding based on a children’s book, everything is
fair game. The creativity became contagious and soon our office was filled with
the kind of giddy shrieks most often found in a kindergarten class. Confident
in our creative prowess, we moved to other parts of the magazine: Wedding
portraits on pillows? Sure. (p. 112) A fashion shoot based on a kid’s school
play? Why not? (p. 136) Sushi-shaped sweets as favors? Bring it. (p. 133)

It doesn’t hurt that I get to work with original thinkers like local talents Michelle
Walker, Nancy Liu Chin, Sonya Hong, and Amy Hayson, who created our “Black &
White” style story (p. 72). Or our beloved cover photographer John Dolan, who has a great
eye and a kind heart. [ know enough to know that I don’t know everything—which is why we
work with wonderfully gifted people who are also kind, generous, and a whole lot of fun.

In reality, the process of planning a wedding is a lot like putting together a magazine—you

want it to be beautiful, feel special, and be thoroughly enjoyed. So having done both, here’s my
advice: Look at things a bit differently, rurn them upside down, and twist them right side up; get
back in touch with the imaginative kid that we all once were; find vendors who ate as fun to
work with as they are talented. Wedding planning is a long haul, and life is short. Don’t spend it
being miserable, trying to achieve perfection with people who are no fun at all.

Best Wishes,

Julie Raimondi
Editor in Chief
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